
Minutes

Interior Silviculture Sub-Committee of N &S OIF
December 5, 2019 @ 09:00 am – 11:00pm pacific
Conference call # 1 877 353-9184 Participant ID 1038691
FTP: https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/ftp/HFP/external/!publish/Interior_Silviculture_SubCommittee/


[bookmark: Check4]Attendees  |X|  Catherine Bealle Statland  |X|  Kari Doyle              |_| Grant Glessing     |X|  Bill Laing
|_|  Megan Hanacek  	       |X|  Darcy Lillico           |_|  David Jackson     |X|  Nina Sigloch 
|X|  Karen Schening                    |X| Todd Schmidt         |X|  Larry Fielding      |X|  Craig Wickland
	|_|  Tammy Berg                         |X|  Miodrag Tkalec     |X| Kori Vernier          |X|  Paul Nuttall
	|X|  Mike Larock       

Invited Guests – Greg Jorgenson present, Trenna MacLeod present

	Start time
	            Description                                                            Lead

	[bookmark: _Hlk26438184]09:00
	1. Review agenda and previous Actions                                  Craig

	09:15
	2. Summary of Timber “Research Portfolio”.                        Catherine

	09:30
	3. Repression density Working Group update                      Greg/Trenna  

	10:15
	4. Update on professional Governance Act                          Paul Nuttall

	10:30
	5. Forecasting seedling need project information                Kori
 request     

	10:50
	6. Other topics, NONE DISCUSSED 

	10:55
	7. Next steps – next meeting date                                             Craig

	11:00
	8. Adjourn                                                                            


1. Review agenda and previous Actions 					              Craig
· Kori- extend action to set up call with deciduous group
· Craig-posted 3 papers by George Harper on FTP site under “Broadleaf management “folder-Done.  The 3 papers are
· Modeling Vegetation management using tree and stand simulator
· Effects of vegetation control treatments for release of Engelmann spruce from a mixed-shrub community in southern B.C 15-year results
· Lodgepole pine and trembling aspen competition; Neighborhood studies within 22-39-year-old pine plantations in Northern B.C
· Darcy- extend action to follow up on working groups
· Craig/Kori- North OIF declined to have an ISSC seat at table, South to be followed up for an answer Action: Craig to follow-up with south OIF
· Grant (absent)- action extended to follow up with Dan Turner (not on call)
· Greg- no comments received, will share summary report for Free Growing by mid-January
· Kori-created standing agenda item for PGA updates
2. Summary of Timber “Research Portfolio”					Catherine
· Brief outline provided on the six research portfolios (Ecosystem Stewardship, Ecosystem Health and Disturbance, Water, Species and Habitats, Timber Supply, and Bio-Economy) related to forest values. 
· Research projects are prioritized based on their alignment with Provincial Timber Management Goals and Objectives and the FLNRORD Carbon Strategy. 
· Projects must align with the “Research Program Strategic Plan 2018-2021” and are approved by Regional management teams (RMT)s and Resource Practices Branch (RPB) management team. The focus has historically been internal to serve the FLNRORD needs first
· Albert Nussbaum Forest Analysis and Inventory Branch Director is the portfolio manager and Christine Fletcher is the portfolio chair
·  The Timber Supply Portfolio committee had a needs assessment conducted by a contractor, surveying government employees. Top recommendation was how to improve access the products of the Timber Supply Research program.
· Here are some information sources for the FLNRORD ministry research program:
i. 3-year Strategic Plan:https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/hfd/pubs/Docs/Mr/FLNRORD_Research_Strategy.pdf

ii. Annual Report 2018/19:https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/hfd/pubs/Docs/Mr/Mr123.htm
Research Talks: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLSNb4N2Am_HYuH2sTW-J9gkNy8KiOfBfS

iii. And for ISSC government employee members only, the Research Program intranet page:
https://gww.nrs.gov.bc.ca/flnrord/forest-improvement-and-research-management/research-program

iv. General website for B.C. government natural resource related research activities:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/research-monitoring-reporting/research

v. Forest science research authors and topics search page:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/research-monitoring-reporting/research/flnrord-research-authors
· The timber supply committee is going to be looking at how to address the recommendations in the future. 
· Input into the Timber Research Portfolio is through the RMT/RPB managers as they approve the list of research priorities
· Please supply feedback and questions to the research team through their website form or contact Francesco Cortini-Research Management Lead
· More TED talks on the way
· Concerns heard from group- 
i. external links to information are sometimes not up to date or accessible/broken
ii. important to make existing tools and information available
iii. the group requires the latest science and research for their use 
iv. request for more broadleaf and deciduous research to determine impacts of changing current policy 



3. Repression Density Working Group update				Greg/Trenna
· RDWG background provided; Main purpose is to create a forum for industry and government to collaborate on updating the provincial max density policy and identify key gaps in policy and research
· Scope is high density even aged stands in the north and south of province, excluding uneven aged stands. Disturbance types are post-harvest and post wildfire stands.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Goal is to review current research/literature and determine appropriate thresholds that will initiate juvenile spacing and advise on return on investment (ROI) process. Key consideration is how to encourage fire salvage and improve the cost recovery by determining a more appropriate threshold for juvenile spacing these stands.
· Reviewed research that was presented in September found in McWilliams’ Repression Density Treatment Decision Key
· Repression density was refined as: a quantifiable reduction in height growth as a result of competition. The poorer the site, the higher the initial density, the higher the probability of repression.
· Reviewed current policy on max density as per the 2006/2007 RED letters, where in the North Pli leading stand threshold is 20,000st/ha and South Pli leading is 25,000st/ha (all other species 10000st/ha). It was noted that maximum density spacing is a policy and social decision
· Draft Max Density Briefing Note presented with RDWG first recommendations for:
i. Post Wildfire Stands- Option 1a for an exemption from juvenile spacing  as the high cost of spacing is recognized and that cost recovery is not being captured through the appraisal system and
ii. Post-Harvest Stands- Option 2a to align max density thresholds with the thresholds in the Repression Density Decision Key
· These recommendations require:
i. FAIB to determine timber supply impacts at a TSA level
ii. An updated inventory of current liabilities, including BCTS, pre Free Growing that would require spacing with current policy criteria
· Recognition that some FSPs and Regions/Districts have made changes to current policy. We need to gain provincial consistency using research to drive the change. 
· Concerns from group- we need to know the population in question, how do we deal with variable Site Indexes with a blanket number, financial analysis needed, how is rotation length improved by spacing, carbon benefit to more trees on landscape, consideration of Landscape Level Plans 
· Question: Can we look at guidance for post spacing densities without creating a new obligation?
· ACTION: incorporate FAIB analysis and liability data into Decision Note by late January



                                         


4. Update on Professional Governance Act (PGA)				Paul Nuttall
· Review of PGA, ABCFP role
· ABCFP role to deliver and provide support, guidance and professional development will be deemphasized
· ABCFP members will be registrants and Firms will need to register as well
· Key changes
i. Registrants will provide the consequences to employers if professional recommendations are not followed
ii. Duty to report to registrar
iii. Front end declarations of competence and conflict of interest will be required before work commences still a work in progress
iv. Practice of forestry to be redefined and broken down, may require more competencies and result in restrictions in some reserved practices
· Currently developing through policy, a consistent approach to bylaws across professional bodies
· ABCFP committees will be reduced from 20+ to a designated 5 with merit-based appointments of council (12 members and 4 laymen)
· Timeline for implementation 2021 with a transition period
· ABCFP Response to Regulations Intentions Paper on ABCFP website 
· ABCFP looking for opportunity to improve Indigenous Reconciliation and Professional Development, through their bylaw structure
· In next couple months, Advocacy will be defined, Standards of Conduct, Complaints and Discipline, and Audits and Complaints to be assessed
· Other professions concerned about practice rights and definition of practice, but forestry is well defined in the Foresters Act and will not change
5. Forecasting seedling needs project information needed			Kori
· 

· Brian Barber sent out a request for assistance in Forsite project to model seed needs based on historical harvesting and planting data from RESULTS
i. ACTION: Need to ensure each District/TSA has a chance to review their local information for species percentages and densities planted by BEC subzone, then submit reviewed spreadsheets to Forsite contact
ii. Thompson Okanagan is covered with Silviculture Working Group- Nina
iii. West Kootenays- Karen/Dave
iv. Williams Lake TSA- Darcy
v. Mackenzie- Completed by Bill and co.
vi. Nadina- Kori/Todd to check in with contacts
vii. Peace- Kori/Todd to check in with contacts
viii. Prince George- TBD
6. Other Topics- Not discussed
7. Next Meeting February 10th 10am-12pm PST
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BRIEFING NOTE FOR DECISION 

		DATE:

		December XX, 2019





		PREPARED FOR:

		Members of the North and South Operational Issues Forum (NOIF and SOIF), prepared by the Interior Silviculture Sub-committee (ISSC)



		ISSUE:

		Maximum density policy thresholds and the assessment (current review) of high density post wildfire and post-harvest regenerated stands in British Columbia. 







  RECOMMENDATION: The Repression Density Working Group (RDWG) recommends Options 1a and 2a be incorporated as provincial policy.

· NOTE: Option 2a requires FAIB analysis concluding timber supply is not significantly impacted by rotation ages, spacing, assumption inputs, etc., for PHR stands…



 BACKGROUND:



· The requirement to juvenile space high density regenerated stands is built into the obligation to achieve timber supply assumptions and to meet the definition of a free growing stand, but it is not explicit in current provincial legislation; 



· The policy that sets maximum density thresholds which define a licensee’s obligation to treat high density stands have changed over time in British Columbia: 

· From pre-Forest Practices Code era of 5000 countable conifers (cc) per hectare, to 10,000 cc per hectare for all species compositions, to the most recent 2006/2007 policy direction by Regional Executive Directors (REDs) stating 20,000 and 25,000 for pine leading stands in the North and South Areas, respectively. This threshold has evolved over time;

· Since 2004, Licensees have had the ability to propose unique thresholds to address maximum density limits in their Forest Stewardship Plans, some of which have been approved in certain jurisdictions;

· Recently, Regional Stocking Standards Working Groups in the Thompson-Okanagan and in the Cariboo have developed different approaches to managing maximum density issues in both post wildfire and post-harvest regenerated (PHR) scenarios.



· Based on the era of the max density policy direction, Licensees have been required to conduct juvenile spacing activities prior to relief of obligation at the time of free growing, regardless of post wildfire or post-harvest regenerated (PHR) stand initiation;



· As policy has changed over time, the provincial annual accomplishments for spacing have changed. Peak spacing treatments occurred in 1993/1994 (55,990 hectares), and have remained below 10,000 hectares treated annually since 2002/2003. The most recent 2018 statistics show 550 hectares as being juvenile spaced.






DISCUSSION:



The wildfires in the Okanagan in 2003 provided opportunities to observe and research natural regeneration patterns following post wildfire salvage harvesting. This natural regeneration emerged swiftly at extremely high densities, usually all within 12-18 months. This rapid and extensive regeneration pattern has more than tripled the cost of historical juvenile spacing treatments. The cost of spacing was once comparable to the cost of planting, and these costs were covered by the silviculture appraisal allowance. Since the Interior Appraisal Manual (IAM) Log Cost Survey utilizes cost data on a rolling five year time frame, in the first five years after harvest, it is difficult to accurately account for spacing costs. 



Licensees considering the option to salvage harvest following wildfires are potentially burdened by the high cost of achieving the stocking standard due to the maximum density requirement. Should a very high-density stand occur, the Licensee is obligated to treat the stand with the treatment cost not being fully recognized in the silviculture allowance provided for in the stumpage calculation. As a result, a disincentive exists for Licensees to salvage harvest fire damaged stands.



To better understand repression in post wildfire salvage scenarios, a Repression Density Decision Key (RDDK) was developed in 2016 in an attempt to move toward using the most current science and literature reviews available. It indicates that fire originated pine stands with less than 50,000 dominant and co-dominant stems per hectare have a low probability of going into repression. Further to this, stands exceeding this threshold will still require analysis, using the RDDK, to ensure the financial investment will yield sufficient results to justify treatment costs. The current discount rate of two percent is used in the modelling simulations. Repression, which is measured as a loss of site index due to increased conifer densities within a stand, is an important consideration in our current policy that guides maximum density limits and the requirement to juvenile space. Repression is unique to the site, and there are gaps in our understanding and differences in interpretation about what the threshold density is that will have a significant impact on timber supply. There is no single number that defines repression provincially, and this underscores the need for a decision tool.



The RDDK also addressed repression in post-harvest regenerated (PHR) stands and determined that stands with less than 150,000 dominant and co-dominant stems per hectare show low probability of entering repression regardless of species composition. The report suggests that it is not only costly to treat stands that are not experiencing repression, but it potentially degrades future stand value.  



Our current interest in enhanced forest carbon stocks, biodiversity, forest health resiliency in light of climate change, and forest product quality are important when considering increasing maximum density thresholds that influence when and where to juvenile space. By increasing the maximum density thresholds or exempting Licensees from this obligation, rotation ages of these specific stands will likely be longer and piece size will likely be smaller, but product quality and value is likely to be improved. Investment decisions using the RDDK consider the likelihood of repression and the economic impact of completing the treatment or not. Even if the RDDK suggests treatments are feasible, a significant disincentive to harvest wildfire impacted timber will still exist if juvenile spacing remains an obligation following salvage activities.



Future spacing options should remain available, and consider objectives at the Management Unit (MU) level that prioritize rotation age and timber flow, or other values. This can be considered as the Province moves toward Landscape Level Planning (LLP) and regime based silviculture standards, and where earlier rotation ages are considered a top priority. This would require updated regime based silviculture cost allowances within the appraisal system to aim toward delivering stewardship in a more equitable manner, considering multiple objectives, and realizing the true cost of treatments. 





Proposed options for even aged stands regenerated following POST WILDFIRE salvage activities, excluding uneven aged drybelt Douglas-fir stands:





☒OPTION 1a/ Exemptions to juvenile spacing



Provide an exemption to current spacing obligations for Licensees participating in post wildfire salvage of timber. This exemption would include all species compositions, and not be limited to pine leading regenerated stands. This is intended to create provincial consistency and to align with the work of the Regional Stocking Standards Working Groups: 



Implications:

· This requires a Regional Executive Director letter from both the North and South Areas, exempting the maximum density thresholds typically associated with free growing stocking standards within Forest Stewardship Plans; 

· This will remove the disincentive to salvage harvest fire damaged stands;

· This will standardize the approach taken by regional working groups and enable exemptions through regionally adopted stocking standards, if available;

· The Ministry will be actively responding to the long standing issue of maximum density thresholds and the need to update provincial policy in light of climate change and forest resiliency.



☐OPTION 1b/ Adopt the Repression Density Decision Key (RDDK) 



Adopt the RDDK to guide appropriate spacing treatments for Licensees participating in post wildfire salvage of timber, when regenerated pine densities exceed 50,000 dominant and co-dominant stems per hectare. This is intended to create provincial consistency and to be adopted by the stocking standards developed by Regional Stocking Standards Working Groups: 



Implications:

· This requires a Regional Executive Director letter from both the North and South Areas, replacing current maximum density thresholds typically associated with free growing stocking standards within Forest Stewardship Plans;

· This will remove the disincentive to salvage harvest fire damaged stands, only if spacing costs are accurately reflected in the appraisal allowance;

· This will require an enhanced survey procedure by obligation holders, to provide data inputs into the RDDK for treatment decision making purposes;

· The Ministry will be actively responding to the long standing issue of maximum density thresholds and the need to update provincial policy in light of climate change and forest resiliency.



☐OPTION 1c/ Status Quo ‘PLUS’:



Continue with provincial maximum density policy as currently outlined in either the North or South Area’s Regional Executive Directors’ 2006/2007 policy memo, or where maximum density is otherwise approved within a Forest Stewardship Plan, or where regional stocking standards working groups have created unique regional maximum density thresholds endorsed by the District Managers, but adds more consistency by allowing all species compositions to be updated to 20,000 and 25,000 countable conifers per hectare in the North and South Areas, respectively:



Implications:

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Maintains pressures on staff resources at the Forest Stewardship Plan (FSP) approval stage. Inconsistent maximum density thresholds existing in policy as well as newly proposed max density limits would create further debate when implementing the approval tests for the FSP;

· Continue to provide inconsistent management approaches to the maximum density issue provincially, although improves consistency at the FSP and block level;

· Still provides disincentive and/or financial burden to Licensees considering post wildfire salvage opportunities.



☐OPTION 1d/ Status Quo:



Continue with provincial maximum density policy as currently outlined in either the North or South Area’s Regional Executive Directors’ 2006/2007 policy memo, or where maximum density is otherwise approved at the district level within a Forest Stewardship Plan, or where regional stocking standards working groups have created unique regional maximum density thresholds endorsed by the District Manager:



Implications:

· Maintains pressures on staff resources at the Forest Stewardship Plan (FSP) approval stage. Inconsistent maximum density thresholds existing in policy as well as newly proposed max density limits would create further debate when implementing the approval tests for the FSP;

· Continue to provide inconsistent management approaches to the maximum density issue provincially;

· Provides disincentive and/or financial burden to Licensees considering post wildfire salvage opportunities.








Proposed options for even aged POST-HARVEST REGENERATED (PHR) stands, excluding uneven aged drybelt Douglas-fir stands:





☐OPTION 2a/ Exemptions to juvenile spacing



Eliminate the provincial maximum density thresholds for post-harvest regenerated stands to align with the thresholds in the Repression Density Decision Key (RDDK). 



Implications:

· This requires a Regional Executive Director letter from both the North and South Areas, exempting the maximum density thresholds typically associated with the free growing standards within Forest Stewardship Plans; 

· The RDDK concludes there is a small probability of repression in stands with more than 150,000 dominant and co-dominant stems per hectare of all species compositions;

· Exempting spacing treatments recognizes that PHR stand densities exceeding 150,000 dominant and co-dominant stems per hectare of all species compositions are highly unlikely;

· The Ministry will be actively responding to the long standing issue of maximum density thresholds and the need to update provincial policy in light of climate change and forest resiliency

· This is a significant increase to current maximum density thresholds.



☐OPTION 2b/ Adopt the Repression Density Decision Key (RDDK)



Adopt the RDDK to guide appropriate spacing treatments for post-harvest regenerated stands, when resulting densities of all species compositions exceed 150,000 dominant and co-dominant stems per hectare. This is intended to create provincial consistency and to be adopted by the stocking standards developed by Regional Stocking Standards Working Groups: 



Implications:

· This requires a Regional Executive Director letter from both the North and South Areas, replacing current maximum density thresholds typically associated with the free growing stocking standards within Forest Stewardship Plans; 

· This will provide a benchmark, helping to standardize the approach taken by regional working groups and enable exemptions through regionally adopted stocking standards, if available;

· This will promote juvenile spacing treatments on the most appropriate sites, and at the right time, according to the RDDK decision making criteria, helping to ensure forest management objectives are met in specific Management Units; 

· This will require an enhanced survey procedure by obligation holders, to provide data inputs into the RDDK for treatment decision making purposes;

· The Ministry will be actively responding to the long standing issue of maximum density thresholds and the need to update provincial policy in light of climate change and forest resiliency;

· This is a significant increase to current maximum density thresholds.



  OPTION 2c/ Status Quo ‘PLUS’:



Continue with provincial maximum density policy as currently outlined in either the North or South Area’s Regional Executive Directors’ 2006/2007 policy memo, or where maximum density is otherwise approved within a Forest Stewardship Plan, or where regional stocking standards working groups have created unique regional maximum density thresholds endorsed by the District Managers, but adds more consistency by allowing all species compositions to be updated to 20,000 and 25,000 countable conifers per hectare in the North and South Areas, respectively:



Implications:

· Maintains or increases pressures on staff resources at the Forest Stewardship Plan (FSP) approval stage. Inconsistent maximum density thresholds existing in policy as well as newly proposed max density limits would create further debate when implementing the approval tests for the FSP;

· Continue to provide inconsistent management approaches to the maximum density issue provincially, although improves consistency at the FSP and block level.





☐OPTION 2d/ Status Quo:



Continue with provincial maximum density policy as currently outlined in either the North or South Area’s Regional Executive Directors’ 2006/2007 policy memo, or where maximum density is otherwise approved at the district level within a Forest Stewardship Plan, or where regional stocking standards working groups have created unique regional maximum density thresholds endorsed by the District Managers:



Implications:

· Maintains or increases pressures on staff resources at the Forest Stewardship Plan (FSP) approval stage. Inconsistent maximum density thresholds existing in policy as well as newly proposed max density limits would create further debate when implementing the approval tests for the FSP;

· Continue to provide inconsistent management approaches to the maximum density issue provincially.






                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

RECOMMENDATION: 



· The Repression Density Working Group (RDWG) recommends Options 1a and 2a be incorporated as provincial policy.

· NOTE: Option 2a requires FAIB analysis concluding timber supply is not significantly impacted by rotation ages, spacing, assumption inputs, etc., for PHR stands…







		Approved   /   Not Approved



		Signature

[type name, title, ministry here]

		

		Date









Attachments/Appendices:



· APPENDIX 1: The ISSC Max Density Issues Note expands on the history, context, and preferred options;

· APPENDIX 2: The current post wildfire/PHR maximum density liability held by licensees and BC Timber Sales (hectares anticipated);

· APPENDIX 3: The North and South Area Regional Executive Director letters defining current policy.

· APPENDIX 4: FAIB…..analysis/rationale as an attachment
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Repression Density Working Group

Advisory committee to the ISSC
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FW: Request for Information: Forecasting Seedling Need Project

		From

		Wickland, Craig M FLNR:EX

		To

		Vernier, Kori; bill.laing@conifex.com; Bealle Statland, Catherine A FLNR:EX; Lillico, Darcy FLNR:EX; David.Jackson@interfor.com; Glessing, Grant FLNR:IN; Schening, Karen FLNR:EX; Sigloch, Katrina H FLNR:EX; Fielding, Larry A FLNR:EX; megan.hanacek@pfla.bc.ca; mlarock@abcfp.ca; Tkalec, Miodrag FLNR:EX; Baerg, Tammy L FLNR:EX; Todd Schmidt; Paul Nuttall; Doyle, Kari FLNR:EX

		Cc

		Jorgenson, Greg FLNR:EX; MacLeod, Trenna

		Recipients

		Kori.Vernier@canfor.com; bill.laing@conifex.com; Catherine.BealleStatland@gov.bc.ca; Darcy.Lillico@gov.bc.ca; David.Jackson@interfor.com; Grant.Glessing@tolko.com; Karen.Schening@gov.bc.ca; Katrina.Sigloch@gov.bc.ca; Larry.Fielding@gov.bc.ca; megan.hanacek@pfla.bc.ca; mlarock@abcfp.ca; Miodrag.Tkalec@gov.bc.ca; Tammy.Baerg@gov.bc.ca; Todd.Schmidt@westfraser.com; pnuttall@abcfp.ca; Kari.Doyle@gov.bc.ca; Greg.Jorgenson@gov.bc.ca; trenna.macleod@weyerhaeuser.com



Good morning all:



 



Brian Barber is requesting our interior silviculture subcommittee provide expert opinion with respect to a model  that has been developed to predict future seedling estimates for each species, BEC variant and Management Unit (TFLs and TSAs) based on timber supply review data and RESULTS reforestation records. Both Kori and I are aware of the model, have been given presentations and involved in discussions regarding the model.



 



Given the increase of planting provincially expected over the next few years, in part due to recent wildfires, it is important for the industry as a whole that we improve the forecasting of provincial seed needs. I believe this type of forecasting model may be beneficial in helping us collectively meet our future regeneration needs.



 



I would encourage each of you to take the time to review and provide the input requested below for each of your respected management units. 



 



Thanks



 



Craig Wickland, R.P.F,



Stand Management Team Lead



Resource Practices Branch



Forest Lands and Natural Resource Operations, Nanaimo



Phone 250 751-7094



Cell 250 755-5864



 



From: Brian Barber <brian.barber@selectseed.ca> 
Sent: November 20, 2019 9:21 AM
To: Wickland, Craig M FLNR:EX <Craig.Wickland@gov.bc.ca>; Vernier, Kori <Kori.Vernier@canfor.com>; Donnelly, Sabina FLNR:EX <Sabina.Donnelly@gov.bc.ca>
Cc: 'Pat Bryant' <pbryant@forsite.ca>; 'Kat Gunion' <kgunion@forsite.ca>; Martin, Pat J FLNR:EX <Pat.Martin@gov.bc.ca>; Mycock, Jeff FLNR:IN <Jeff.Mycock@westfraser.com>; Astridge, Kevin FLNR:EX <Kevin.Astridge@gov.bc.ca>; Van Niejenhuis, Annette FLNR:IN <Avanniejenhuis@westernforest.com>; Van Diest, Kona FLNR:EX <Kona.VanDiest@gov.bc.ca>; Hay, Mark D FLNR:EX <Mark.Hay@gov.bc.ca>; Bedford, Lorne FLNR:EX <Lorne.Bedford@gov.bc.ca>; Berg, Shane FLNR:EX <Shane.Berg@gov.bc.ca>; MacDonald, Archie FLNR:IN <macdonald@cofi.org>; XT:Tamas, Mark FLNR:IN <Mark.Tamas@tolko.com>; Pressey, Josh P FLNR:EX <Josh.Pressey@gov.bc.ca>
Subject: Request for Information: Forecasting Seedling Need Project



 



Dear Craig & Kori, and Sabina, can you please forward OIF Interior Silv. Committee members and SPAR User Dist. lists, respectively, 



 



Dear Colleagues, 



 



The Ministry (FIRM and BCTS), Vernon Seed Orchard Co., and Select Seed Co. Ltd. are seeking expert input from operational forest professionals to improve the forecasting of Provincial seedling needs to 2049. These forecasts will be used to guide tree breeding and seed orchard priorities, and other provincial reforestation plans and investments, over the next decade. 



 



Under contract with the above, Forsite has developed a model to predict future seedling estimates for each species, BEC variant and Management Unit (TFLs and TSAs) based on timber supply review data and RESULTS reforestation records.   See project overview and preliminary forecasts for the Province and each management unit at: https://arcg.is/DH0PX



 



Seedling forecasts for government programs (Forests for Tomorrow, Forest Carbon) and small area-based tenures (Community Forest Agreements and Woodlot Licenses) will be added at a later date, but estimated needs for these programs/tenures would be welcome at this time.



 



Expert Input Request:   TSA and TFL silviculture working groups/forest professionals are requested to go to the Status of Expert Input section on the project website: https://arcg.is/DH0PX.  (Note Forsite has already approached several TFLs directly).



 



Locate and download the spreadsheet(s) for your applicable Management Unit(s). Update the Projected AAC and Reforestation Matrix assumptions to reflect current or future practices. Individual responses are welcome, but our preference if for agencies operating within the management unit to discuss and provide the (wt.) average natural regeneration and stocking levels for each species and BEC variant (i.e. one returned file per management unit is preferred).



 



Save and email the files back to Kat Gunion, RPF, Forsite at: kgunion@forsite.ca  Kat can also be reached 250-832-3366 ext. 201 for assistance with interpreting and completing the spreadsheets.



 



Revised files and comments are requested by Friday, December 20, 2019.  



 



Please forward this email to applicable experts and groups as applicable.  



 



Thank you for your attention and feedback,



 



Sent on behalf of the Project Sponsors, 



 



Brian Barber, RPF



CEO, Select Seed Co.



250-888-7081



 



 



             



Jeff Mycock, RPF



Chair, Vernon Seed Orchard Co.



Mark Hay, RPF



Sr, Manager
Seedling Services
BC Timber Sales



Pat Martin, RPF



Director, Forest Improvement and Research Management Branch, FLNRORD



 



 



Brian T. Barber, RPF
CEO, Select Seed Co. Ltd.
Program Manager, Forest Genetics Council of BC



c. 250-888-7081



 






